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Halloween Vocabulary ESL Worksheet & Lesson

B el This is a list of common vocabulary used for the Halloween theme. ESL teachers
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——— & — and students can use this as a warm up or backdrop for further ESL lessons and

El \_: x__/ .E activities about the Halloween theme, one of the most enjoyable ESL themes to
B = = teach.
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Halloween Vocabulary / ESL Lesson

Halloween: Halloween day is every year on October 31*. On Halloween day children go trick-or-
treating (see below).

Jack O Lantern: This is the most significant / important Halloween symbol. This is a pumpkin which has
been carved and cleaned. The most common way is to have a face on it, like in the picture. These days
there are all kinds of different designs which people make.

Trick-or-treat / trick or treating: This is when children dress up in Halloween costumes and go to their
neighbours houses and say — trick-or treat. Then the people will come from the house and give the
children candy. Kids love trick-or-treating because they get lots of free candy (treats) every Halloween.

Goblin: This is a generic name for a weird, half monster creature. Sometimes they are short, sometimes
like a human in size. They are always ugly and sometimes have some kind of black magic power. Just
about any weird monster costume you make can be called a goblin, if it doesn’t have any other names.

Witch: Witches are Halloween symbols as well, they are scary old ladies with green faces, a mole on
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their nose and a loud and scary laugh. Ahhhhh, haaaaa, ha ha ha ha ha hhaaaaaa! They fly around at
night on their broom stick and wear a black cape and pointy black hat.

Spell: witches cast (make) spells, which are black or bad magic formulas they use to harm people. For
example, a witch can cast a spell to turn a handsome prince into a frog until a beautiful princess frees
him.
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Magic Potion: this is what someone makes in order to drink it to give them magic powers. A witch or a
magic wizard will make a potion for good or bad reasons. For example they can make a potion to make
them strong or invisible or to sleep for a hundred years.

Haunted house: a haunted house is an old and dark house, usually on top of a hill and it is full of ghosts.

Halloween costume: this is what children wear when they go trick or treating. Many common, or
traditional costumes include vampires, witches, ghosts, werewolves, zombies. However, it is also
common to see famous superheroes and celebrities as costumes such as batman, superman, etc.
costumes can be store bought or home made.

Zombie: this is mythical a dead body which walks around at night looking for brains of humans to eat.
They are stupid and scary creatures and they walk with their hands and arms out in front of them. In
Michael Jackson’s Thriller music video, there were lots of zombies.
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Black Cat: A black cat is a Halloween symbol. Usually we see black cats with witches. There is a saying
that you don’t want to cross the path of a black cat because it will bring you bad luck.
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